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any enthusiasm for the Bettum Episcopale. "To my
understanding we are altogether in as ill a posture to in-
vade others or to defend others as we were a twelvemonth
since, which is more than any man can imagine that is not
an eye witness of it. The discontents here at home do
rather increase than lessen. ... I fear the ways we run
will not prevent the mischief that threatens us." So wrote
Northumberland to Wentworth. Thomas May probably re-
flects with accuracy the prevailing temper among the people :
"Never were the people of England so averse from any
war, as neither hating the enemy against whom, nor ap-
proving the cause for which, they were engaged. Their
own great sufferings made them easily believe that the
Scots were innocent, and wronged by the same hand by
which themselves had been oppressed. And for the cause, it
was such wherein they could not desire a victory; as they
naturally supposed that the same sword which subdued the
Scots must destroy their own liberties, and that the con-
trivers of this war were equal enemies to both nations." *
The King was entirely deceived alike as to the strength of
the Scotch feeling and as to their powers of resistance.

Strafford was deceived on neither point. News had
reached him that guns were being landed from Sweden at
Leith. " Believe it," he wrote to Windebank, " they fly high."
They did; and their preparations for resistance were on a
scale with their ambition. They raised an army of more
than 20,000 men, well found and well disciplined, many of
them seasoned veterans who had seen service in Germany,
and placed it under the command of Alexander Leslie.

The King was at the head of an army slightly superior
in numbers to the Scots, but in all else inferior. Badly led,
ill-armed, ill-fed, undisciplined, and, worst of all, entirely
lacking in enthusiasm for the cause in which they were to
fight, the English troops would have had small chance
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